
People in precarious boats cross vast bodies of water 
in search of a better life. This is an image that has 
become all-too familiar, seen frequently in the 
perpetual news cycle and on social media feeds. 
European Union Mayotte is filmed in the Comoros 
Islands—a former French colony just north of 
Madagascar. A sovereign island nation since 1975, the 
Union of Comoros consists of four islands, including 
Mayotte and Anjouan. Mayotte, however, reaffirmed its 
ties to France, and thus the European Union, and since 
2014 has been acknowledged by the EU as its 
outermost region. Mayotte receives important 
economic benefits from this relationship.
 
The installation on view consists of two screens. The 
larger projection documents the construction of a 

SUPERFLEX is known for employing strategies of 
“extreme participation” in such projects as the creation 
of a park in Copenhagen designed for diverse 
neighborhoods, which included picnic benches from 
Armenia, a Thai boxing ring, litter bins from the UK, and 
a swing set from Iraq. The group’s short film Flooded 
McDonald’s (2009) has toured internationally, showing 
a life-size replica of the ubiquitous fast-food restaurant 
gradually flooding with water, an overt hint of the 
inability of institutions to cope with the threat of 
climate change. On the side of a London gallery, 
SUPERFLEX designed a billboard of a euro coin with its 
value missing. The collective is recognized for artworks 
with wit and subversive humor that address serious 
social and cultural concerns. SUPERFLEX describe their 
works as tools—thereby suggesting multiple areas of 
application and use.

SUPERFLEX: European Union Mayotte is organized for the 
Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis by Wassan Al-Khudhairi,  
Chief Curator.
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Los Angeles.

Related Programs

Artist Talk: SUPERFLEX
 Thursday, October 25, 6:30 pm

Contemporary Art
Museum St. Louis
3750 Washington Blvd  
St. Louis, MO 63108
314.535.4660

Connect with CAM

Visit camstl.org
Facebook contemporaryartmuseumstl
Twitter @camstl
Instagram camstl

fiberglass boat by hand on the island of Anjouan. Every 
year, thousands of people risk their lives in these small 
boats to cross 45 miles of the Indian Ocean to Mayotte. 
The second screen shows one of these boats 
overloaded with passengers, floating in the sea without 
a horizon line or a destination in sight.
 

Guaraná Power Bottle. Courtesy the artists and 1301PE Los Angeles. Photo: 
Jeppe Gudmundsen-Holmgreen.


