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Celebrate art as a beacon of imagination and possibility at Spark: 
CAM’s 2026 Gala on April 17 at 21c Museum Hotel St. Louis 

Design: Anna Cruz ​
 
March 17, 2026 (St. Louis, MO)—The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis presents 
Spark: CAM’s 2026 Gala, the Museum’s annual fundraiser, on Friday, April 17 from 
6:00–10:00 pm at 21c Museum Hotel St. Louis. This year’s theme, Spark, celebrates the 
moments of discovery, creativity, and connection that contemporary art inspires.  
 
“A spark can begin in many ways,” says Lisa Melandri, CAM Executive Director. “It is the 
moment a young artist feels their future expand—the shine in their eyes when a new 
technique clicks. It is the shift in perspective when a visitor encounters a work of art that 
stays with them long after they leave the gallery. This evening is all about 
commemorating the ways CAM continues to be a spark for St. Louis: a beacon of 
imagination, and possibility that radiates across the region.” 
 
Held at 21c Museum Hotel St. Louis, the evening will unfold in a space where 
contemporary art, hospitality, and community meet. The night will begin with cocktails and 
conversation, followed by a seated dinner and CAM’s annual Fund the Need auction led 
by local journalist Chelsea Haynes in support of the Museum’s free exhibitions and 
education programs. At 9:00 pm, guests are invited to continue the celebration in the 
Spark Lounge, where they can enjoy a nightcap, mingle with fellow supporters, and take 
in the beautiful soundscape curated by local saxophonist Rhoda G. Guests are 
encouraged to arrive dressed to impress in cocktail attire with a touch of sparkle—looks 

 
 
 

https://camstl.org/event/spark/


 

that shimmer, glow, and light up the night. Outfit inspiration can be found on CAM’s          
gala mood board. 

With special thanks to event Chairs Bob and Jane Clark, and our Honorary Chairs 
Alexis M. Cossé and Erik Karanik. All proceeds from this event benefit CAM’s  
innovative exhibitions, initiatives, and education programs.  

Join us in igniting a spark that will continue to glow for years to come. Support from the 
evening ensures that CAM remains free and accessible to all, strengthens programs that 
empower young people through art, and provides artists with a platform where their visions 
can shine. For additional details, tickets and sponsorship opportunities contact Sherry 
Thomas, Director of Development (314.535.0770 x213, sthomas@camstl.org) or visit 
camstl.org/event/spark.  

Event Details 
 
What: Spark: CAM’s 2026 Gala 
When: Friday, April 17, 2026 
Time: 6:00–10:00 pm 
Where: 21c Museum Hotel St. Louis, 1528 Locust Street, St. Louis, MO 63103 
 
Spark Gala Sponsors 
 
Beacon Sponsor: Clayco, Alexis M. Cossé and Erik Karanik 
 

 
  
 
Brilliant Sponsor: Reinsurance Group of America 
 

 
 
 
Radiant Sponsor: Edward Jones, JiaMin and Michael Dierberg, Nancy and Kenneth 
Kranzberg, Joan and Mitchell Markow, Two Sisters Foundation, Penny Pennington and 
Michael Fidler, Ann R. Ruwitch and John Fox Arnold 
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Glimmer Sponsor: 21c Museum Hotel St. Louis, Ameren, David Mason & Associates, First 

Bank, Hutkin Properties Group, Moneta, Paper Temples, PNC, The Staenberg Group, Stifel, 

SWMW Law, Urban Chestnut, Washington University, Bill and Amy Koman, Mary Ann and 

Andy Srenco, Pat Whitaker and Dick Miles, Lee and Laurie Wielansky 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Twinkle Sponsor: The Giving Branch, Paul Cambridge and Amanda Trudell, Kristin 

Johnson, Jacob Reby 

 

 
 

 
In-Kind: Dierberg Estate Vineyard, Evntiv 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Spark Gala Committee  
 
Dr. Bradley* and Shannon Bailey 
Susan Barrett* and Chris Poehler 
David Bentzinger* and Michelle Donnelly 
Larnise* and Scott Boain 
Mary Campbell* 
Paul Cambridge* and Amanda Trudell 
Candice Carter-Oliver* 
Bradford and Gail* E. Childs 
Tracie Hope-Chisom and Sylvester Chisom* 
Jane* and Robert Clark 
Boo and Chuck Cook* 
Poonnasa* and Richard Corn 
Alexis Cossé* and Erik Karanik 
Adrienne Davis 
Preston Davis* 
JiaMin* and Michael Dierberg 
Ashley* and Danny Elchert 
Alison and John* Ferring 
Shereen* and Michael Fischer 
Terrance J. Good* 
Terry Hoffmann* and Jeff Hartz 
Dennis Hyland* and Eleanor Safe 
Gianna Jacobson* and Todd Siwak 
Nancy* and Kenneth Kranzberg 
Greg Lukeman and Justin Scarbrough 
Marylen L. Mann* and Frank Jacobs 
Lauren and Taylor* Mason 
Isabelle* and Jean-Paul Montupet 
Brendan* and Ashley O’Toole 
Emily Rauh Pulitzer* 
Jacob Reby* 
Ann R. Ruwitch* and John Fox Arnold 
Melanie* and Ben Schmickle 
Alison Sieloff and Sam Foxman 
Jeanne C. and Rex* A. Sinquefield 
Mary Ann and Andy* Srenco 
Michael Staenberg* 
Donald Suggs* 
Tracy Sykes-Long* and Alton R. Long II 
Kate Warne* 
Pat Whitaker* and Dick Miles 
Ted Wight 
 
*CAM Board Members 
 
 
 



 

About the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis creates meaningful engagement with the most 
relevant and innovative art being made today. Founded by civic and cultural leaders in 
1980, the Museum transformed from a small gallery into an internationally recognized arts 
institution, now permanently housed in a flexible, open, and inviting building designed by 
renowned American architect Brad Cloepfil. CAM’s distinct architecture reflects the 
organization’s values and supports a dynamic range of exhibitions, public programs, 
educational initiatives, and community collaborations. The only museum in the region solely 
dedicated to contemporary art, CAM is one of the preeminent non-collecting institutions of 
its kind in the United States. We are a site for discovery, a welcoming space, free and open 
to all. For more information, visit camstl.org. 
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